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TALKING POINTS FOR COMMENTS TO DRBC AT PHILADELPHIA HEARING AND BEYOND 

REMEMBER, YOU MAY SPEAK FOR UP TO THREE MINUTES AND SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENT(S) TOO!  

A. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Verbal testimony can do a good job framing the issue, i.e. “large corporations are playing fast and loose 

with public health and these DRBC regs simply do not protect public health.”  Do speak to crowd and 

media.  But testimony must be “substantive” to count with the DRBC. 

2. “Substantive” means that process comments, like “We insist you push the public comment deadline 

back for six month and not finalize any regs for at least two years” must be linked to specific requests, 

i.e. regs are premature until the EPA study is complete AND until a Cumulative Impact Study is 

completed specifically for the Delaware River Basin. 

3. “Substantive” also means that you refer to a specific section of the Draft Regs, and then comment on its 

concrete requirements (or lack of requirements); say what you want to happen. 

4. IN THREE MINUTES, please make both “framing” statements like “it’s irresponsible to even think about 

finalizing these regs when people are being hurt and no study has been done” and specific, substantive 

statements, like, “Section 7.6 allows huge open impoundments full of radioactive toxic waste, and also 

allows discharge of gas drilling waste to the waters of the Basin.  Both of these practices degrade the 

environment and threaten human health and must not be allowed in the Delaware River Basin at all.”   

5. Please practice, so that you get your most important points clearly heard within the time limit!  

Practice helps everybody, experienced and inexperienced public speakers alike. 

B  FRAMING POINTS:  (link framing points to clear demands: do not finalize these regulations; maintain the 

moratorium until drilling is proven safe; to go forward without study would violate the DRBC mandate to 

prevent future pollution; withdraw regs and rewrite after 2012) 

1. Human beings are already suffering from gas drillers poisoning their water and this is being under-

reported.  It’s happening all over.  For example in Bradford County, PA right now 18 families are having 

water replaced by gas companies who deliver water buffaloes; the total number of families whose water 

is replaced by the gas companies bringing them bottled water is unknown.  One of the reasons it’s so 

hard to know how many people can’t drink their water anymore due to gas drilling is that people are 

intimidated when the gas company brings them a legal document called a non-disclosure clause and 

says, “sign here:  We will bring you water to replace the water you can’t drink any more, but you can’t 

talk about it.”  

2. Too many human health impacts from gas drilling and too many reports of animal disease, death, and 

reproductive failures are coming in.  To move forward without paying attention to, investigating and 

understanding these reports is morally irresponsible.  Terry Greenwood in southwestern PA had one 

cow die and 9 other cows had stillborn calves after the cows drank from a pond poisoned by fracking 

fluid.  Hunters in southwestern PA report deer riddled with tumors.  Pam Judy, who lives near a 

compressor station in western PA, reports headaches, nausea, and nosebleeds.  Sherry Vargson of 

Bradford County, whose well water was poisoned and is being replaced by Chesapeake Energy, says the 

stench on her formerly pristine land is nauseating.  Skin rashes and skin lesions are among the 
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conditions reported by residents living in Pennsylania drilling areas. Tumors, cancers, and a spike in 

childhood leukemia are reported in Wyoming, Colorado, and Texas, where shale gas drilling has been 

going on longer.  Chris Mobaldi of Rifle, Colorado died last fall from conditions her family physician 

believes to be caused by shale gas drilling operations nearby.  We must not allow drilling here until this 

pattern of human health harm and suffering is fully investigated, understood, and PREVENTED. 

3. The sequence is insane.  Profiteers, who have won so far in Pennsylvania, argue we should drill first, 

regulate loosely, laxly, later (while maintaining special exemptions for injecting many BILLIONS of gallons 

of toxic waste underground); and study, well, never.  For the sake of public health we must STOP FIRST, 

then study.  In this watershed that means a CUMULATIVE IMPACT STUDY SPECIFIC TO THE DELAWARE 

RIVER BASIN WITH ITS UNIQUE HYDROGEOLOGY, ITS DENSELY INTERCONNECTED WATERWAYS, ITS 

SLOWLY RECOVERING LOWER DELAWARE RIVER, ITS INVALUABLE ESTUARY – THE DELAWARE BAY – ITS 

HIGH QUALITY HEADWATERS AND OH YEAH  BY THE WAY – 15 MILLION PEOPLE DRINK THIS WATER.  

Change the sequence here!  STUDY FIRST, REGULATE FULLY AND FAST, and then if drilling goes forward, 

it must go forward only when the Halliburton Loophole environmental exemptions are lifted and all the 

PA state exemptions are removed as well.  To drill first, study later, is suicide. 

4. The New York Times series showed us just how devastating the consequences of this drill-first, regulate-

later, study maybe not, attitude towards drilling has been, with 1.3 billion gallons of radioactive toxic 

waste discharged into PA rivers and streams already.  The Marcellus Shale Coalition successfully lobbied 

last year to keep Pennsylvania officials from requiring the industry to track where the radioactive toxic 

waste goes.  The Marcellus Shale Coalition, which spews spin almost as fast as the industry spews toxic 

waste, has gone too far in violating public health protections.  Marcellus Shale Coalition, you can’t set 

policy.  You can’t define hazardous waste as “residual waste” when it is toxic and radioactive.  You can’t 

keep toxic chemicals secret and hide where the waste goes.  Your spin don’t win. 

5. We want green jobs, clean jobs, and we want them now; that means a radical change in public policy – 

not expanding this devastation into the headwaters of the Delaware River.  These drillers are 

lawbreakers.  The Bush-Cheney era Congress gave them the right to inject whatever they want 

underground, except diesel.  Then they injected 32 million gallons of diesel fuel underground for 4 years, 

and benzene is turning up in drinking water nationwide.  Don’t roll out a red carpet for this deadly 

industry, roll out a green carpet for wind, solar, hydro, conservation, efficiency, insulation and public 

transportation.  Their profits are not worth our lives. 

C.  SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT:  WHAT WE WANT CHANGED IN THE DRBC REGULATIONS 

Please say clearly that a complete moratorium must be put in place and that the regulations, which are 

premature and inadequate, must be completely withdrawn and rewritten.  Here are specifics: 

1. DRBC regs fail to take into account air pollution.  Gas drilling releases VOCs, which are hazardous to 

human health and create ground-level ozone.  Hazardous air pollution increases, and we must 

understand what that increased air pollution from all phases of gas drilling does to water as well.  

Carbon dioxide from huge amounts of diesel burned in gas extraction will impact water quality, although 

it impacts air first.  Climate impacts from methane emissions are unacceptably vast.  There must be no 

drilling until the industry is required to cap and seal all methane leaks, eliminate VOC releases to air, and 

reduce its carbon footprint.  
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2. WASTE IMPOUNDMENTS SHOULD BE COMPLETELY OUTLAWED because they present unacceptable 

hazards to human health.  But in Section 7.6 of these draft regulations, DRBC expressly allows huge 

centralized wastewater storage facilities and defers to State standards for them. Operators are building 

huge impoundments in Pennsylvania now. One of the major sources of air pollution is from these 

wastewater impoundments, from which toxic contaminants volatilize to the air, then are breathed in or 

deposited on soil and water, causing highly mobile pollution.  Further, these rules defer to the state 

regarding setbacks, which is unacceptable; setbacks from any water body must be at least 1000 feet.  

DRBC should not allow any of these open, plastic lined waste pits at all; they are each a Superfund site in 

the making, but this industry is exempt from the Superfund Law.  That’s a travesty. 

3. These regulations are tragically short-sighted, taking no care whatsoever to protect future generations 

from what could become many, many “Love Canal” type clusters of cancer and disease from toxic 

radioactive waste.  These regulations would allow hundreds of millions of gallons of toxic fracking fluid, 

which also mobilizes radioactive material, to be injected deep underground.  Hydrogeologist Ron Bishop 

has found that a pre-existing network of fissures and fractures include some which are open to the 

surface.  Combine these open fractures with the inevitable degradation of cement casing, and seismicity 

– and you have a recipe for living hell as future generations’ water supplies become randomly 

contaminated by this underground toxic stew.  The Delaware River Basin’s hydrogeology, open 

fractures, seismicity (both natural and man-made from hydraulic fracturing itself), and the life cycle of 

cement all must be taken into account in order for these rules to even begin to protect future 

generations.  

4. Because there is no way to properly and safely treat gas drilling waste, no gas drilling waste must be 

allowed to be discharged to the waters of the Delaware River Basin.  Sewage treatment plant operators 

are far less capable of removing radioactive contaminants than most other toxic substances, and have 

already been discharging radioactive waste into Pennsylvania rivers which exceeds the safe drinking 

water standard for radioactivity by 100 to 1000 times.  The so-called “diluting capacity” of our great 

rivers, including the Delaware River, is not enough to prevent environmental and human health damage 

from this radioactive toxic waste.  The safe amount of gas drilling waste to be discharged to the waters 

of the Basin is precise.  That is zero.   

5. The DRBC regulations do not take into account the salt problem.  In Pennsylvania, it is legal to dump gas 

drilling brine on roads to tamp down dust.  It is legal to sell gas drilling solid wastes as road salt, and it is 

also legal to use gas drilling waste as brine to de-ice roads.  In 2009, an American Water Resources 

presentation showed that throughout the Northeast, our fresh water will no longer be potable within 50 

to 100 years dues to overuse of road salt.  We need to solve this problem, not add to it with salts which 

happen to be concentrated with radioactive material as well.  Not only must all three of these practices 

be completely outlawed, but until we solve the salt problem, we must not allow drillers to bring billions 

of gallons of saltwater up to the surface from deep underground.  Leave it safely there where it does no 

harm.    


