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In the aftermath of the Bradford County blowout, it has become even more urgent that DEP inspectors be able to 
immediately cite any and all violations by gas extraction companies.

I strongly urge DEP to institute a moratorium on shale gas drilling, since evidence is mounting that it causes severe 
human health impacts. Instances of arsenic poisoning, barium poisoning, and other serious incidents tied to hori-
zontal hydrofracking in Pennsylvania are increasing. We must stop and study these impacts.  

As long as drilling continues, it is an outrage that you issued a directive demanding that all violations by Marcel-
lus Shale drillers cited by DEP inspectors be vetted and approved by you and Secretary Krancer. This will only 
increase the risks and dangers from an already dangerous technology which is so new to Pennsylvania.

The excuses companies like Cabot, Chesapeake, Chief and others use — when they contaminate families’ drink-
ing water, cause explosive conditions from methane migration, make people sick, cause evacuations, and poison 
streams with toxic chemicals – include actual statements such as, “precipitation events weakened the berm” 
(Chesapeake Energy) or “we were unfamiliar with the local conditions” (Chesapeake Energy).  It is the DEP’s 
job to make sure “precipitation events” do not enable massive overflows of toxic fluids. Where is DEP while these 
companies are running rampant, devastating our environment?  Where were the violations that should have been 
issued ahead of time to prevent the damage?  Is there a chilling atmosphere in DEP inhibiting inspectors from 
actually doing their jobs?

Instead of reducing the authority of inspectors, this is the moment to increase the authority and number of inspec-
tors. We need those boots on the ground to protect Pennsylvania. 

Our tax dollars must be used to protect public health, not drillers’ pockets and investors’ profits. I demand that this 
profoundly unjust and dangerous policy be rescinded immediately.
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