
Protect our drinking water!

www.ProtectingOurWaters.com

the truth about fracking

What yOu can dO
The EPa’s study on fracking’s risks to water and air won’t be 
finished for two years; the chemicals used are still kept secret; 
and EPa won’t regulate massive greenhouse gas emissions 
from shale gas drilling for two more years.  

call your state and federal representatives and tell them to slam 
the brakes on shale gas drilling in the delaware River Basin and 
the rest of Pa. We need policy and protections based on sci-
ence, not profit!

tell President Obama: Pass the FRAc act, to restore Safe 
drinking Water act regulation to fracking operations.
President Obama: 202-456-1111

tell Sens. toomey and casey to cosponsor the BREathE 
act, to decrease air pollution from fracking .
Bob casey: (202) 224-6324
Patrick toomey: (202) 224-4254

ask your state legislators to support a statewide moratorium 
on shale gas drilling. to find your legislators, use committee of 
Seventy’s lookup tool at www.seventy.org.

Get involved! take action online:  ProtectingOurWaters.com

Other great resources: delawareriverkeeper.org, marcellusprotest.org,
 damascuscitizens.org, pennenvironment.org

Unconventional natural gas drilling , 
or “fracking ,” pollutes air, water and 
land, and Philadelphia’s drinking 

water is at risk. 
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Pittsburgh has already banned fracking within the city.  All 

Pennsylvanians  should have safe water.  Don’t frack PA!



haRm tO human hEalth and EcOSyStEmS
The Halliburton Loophole: The 2005 Energy Bill removed the rights 
of the EPa to regulate hydraulic fracturing under the Safe drinking 
Water act, clean Water act, clean air act and Superfund act, leaving 
us especially vulnerable to fracking pollution.

20,000 POundS OF chEmicalS PER WEll
Scientists have identified 596 chemicals in fracking fluids. These 
include carcinogens, pesticides and biocides (substances designed to 
kill living things), neurotoxins (which hurt the brain and nervous 
system) and endocrine disruptors (which disrupt hormonal function, 
reproduction, cell growth). 

The flowback fluid (which returns from underground) is even worse 
because it contains heavy metals and radioactive substances from the 
shale layer, including arsenic, cadmium and Radium 226

aiR POllutiOn
Ground level ozone and noxious chemicals have serious health 
consequences on people, animals, and plants. For humans, this 
includes asthma, stroke, cardiovascular disease and other serious 
disorders. unfortunately, there are no regulations in place in Pa to 
monitor air quality related to gas drilling. 

GlOBal WaRminG POllutiOn
new research indicates that natural gas has a life-cycle global warming 
impact that is worse than coal. cO2 released during the extraction of 
natural gas contributes to global warming. and, far from being the 
“bridge fuel” portrayed by the industry, methane is a greenhouse gas 
that traps even more heat than cO2. 

neither state nor federal regulations require the industry to curb 
massive greenhouse gas emissions in the extraction, processing and 
transportation of natural gas.

What is Fracking? 
Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is a new, 
unconventional method of drilling for natural gas 
in shale formations deep underground. Once a 
well is drilled, millions of gallons of water, sand 
and chemicals are injected, under high pressure, to 
fracture the shale and flush methane from the rock. 

Fracking Pollutes air, Water & land
Fracking has begun to take place at a rapid pace in 
parts of Pennsylvania that sit atop the Marcellus Shale 
formation, which contains vast amounts of natural 
gas. You may have heard about well blowouts and 
water contamination in the Susquehanna watershed. 

Gas companies now want to frack thousands of sites 
in the upper Delaware River watershed, the drinking 
water source for 15 million people, including Philly.
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